Aggressive natural killer cell leukemia/lymphoma: case report, use of telesynergy and review of the literature.
Natural killer cell malignancies, although increasingly recognized, remain rare tumors within the USA and Europe. They are somewhat more common in Asia, and have been best characterized within this population. We present a case of a young Caucasian woman who presented acutely with an aggressive natural killer cell leukemia/lymphoma. Use of Telesynergy technology enabled a transatlantic telemedicine conference with colleagues in a center of expertise. Unfortunately the patient was ultimately refractory to both conventional chemotherapy and Campath-1H and her disease course was fulminant, as has been described previously in this condition. We review the possible therapeutic options for this extremely aggressive malignancy and briefly discuss our center's experience of telemedicine technology.